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the last three plays on the other. It is present in the last three
plays themselves. For Shakespeare took over from Pericles
the myth of royalty; it remains in all three essential to the plot
of each. Yet in all three royalty is used to indicate something
other than what the myth demands. And this confusion of
symbolism arises because the myth of royalty was inadequate
to Shakespeare's purpose, though it was the best that he could
find. For Shakespeare sought to convey not only the assertion
by the soul of its high descent; he sought also to convey the
abandonment and self-dedication of perfect love. And relatively
to these two purposes he uses the symbol of royalty differently,
Yet, though royalty in the plays becomes two symbols, which
are in contradiction, it is difficult to doubt the nature of Shake-
speare's essential purpose; for it was one essential purpose which
thus used royalty as a double symbol.

5
Let us now consider another strand in the skein of
mythology which makes up these last plays, namely, what
seems to be Shakespeare's way of showing the tragic character
of human life. He does this by representing many of his heroes
and heroines as tiny children, parentless, who are committed
to danger and tempest. He thus expresses a sense of the infini-
tesimal smallness of human life and affairs, of the helplessness
of human life, and of its terrible trials. This piece of symbolism
is surely clear in its intention. Yet these infants are preserved,
And they are preserved too from the terrible dangers which
befall them in later years, Marina from the brothel, Imogen
from lachimo as well as from Cloten and the Queen, Miranda
from Caliban. In these three instances at least Shakespeare
does not fail to represent forms of evil of the extremest vileness.
The scene in the brothel is surely the most repulsive in the
whole compass of Shakespeare's work. In Cymbeline lachimo,
Cloten, and the Queen are irredeemably bad; they rival, if
they do not eclipse, anything to be found in the tragedies.